
Site Council 

December 6, 2018 

Meeting Notes 

 

 Attendees 

o Mr. Beickel, Mr. Berg, Ms. Perrine, Mr. Ross, Ms. Ashton and 

Ms. Ronalds 

o Ms. Johnson was absent. 

 VR and 3D Printing Implementation 

o Mr. Beickel opened the meeting by showing the committee 

pictures of our students using both VR and 3D printing software. 

o He went over how the staff training and student introduction to 

the two systems was implemented. 

 Classes rotated through the lessons over two different 

Wednesday schedules.  Third grade through sixth grade were 

introduced to both VR and 3D printing.  Kindergarten through 

second grade will only utilize the 3D printing.  

o Some of the items students designed with the 3D printer are on 

display in the front office.  

 A rated School 

o Bridges was rated an A school. 

o The promotion photo to highlight our A rating has four of our 

students holding large letter As that were printed on the 3D printer. 

o Mr. Berg explained how the students were selected  They helped 

contribute to our A rating by scoring perfect scores on both the Math 

and ELA portions of the AzMERIT test.  

o There are many factors considered in determining a schools 

rating. 

 Student Growth accounts for 50% of points allotted. 

  A school needs to be higher than 86% for an A rating.  



 Bridges had a score of 96%.  Which increased from last year 

by 3%.  

 Proficiency accounts for 30% and the other 20% is a 

culmination of a few different categories. 

 Future Focus Friday 

o Bridges hosts a different event each quarter to highlight how 

education plays a role in future STEAM related careers. 

o Friday, December 7th event is similar to a career day.  

o Presenters from a variety of fields will speak to students in each 

grade level.  

o Classes will rotate through 2-3 thirty-minute presentations. 

o Bridges has a partnership with Palo Verde.  They will be sending 

two employees to talk about Women in Nuclear. 

o Palo Verde also had a two-month donation drive for Makers Place 

items and monetary contributions. They will be bringing the items 

when they come to present at Future Focus Friday. 

 Professional Development 

o Focus has been on collaboration, community and continual 

improvement. 

o The last PD was a café’. We have so many teachers that are 

leaders and forward thinking. 

o  Seven of those teachers shared their expertise with the staff.   

o Each teacher received a schedule similar to those we had in high 

school.  Small groups of 3-4 teachers rotated through the seven 

trainings. 

o The response was overwhelmingly positive. 

 Ms. Ashton commented that the PD was inspiring.  She was 

amazed at how Mystery Spye can be applied to first grade 

students, after seeing Ms. Brokaw’s demonstration. 

 



 Next Year Registrations 

o Interested families are still coming in for school tours.   

o Schools in the district and other school districts have requested 

tours of our school and our makers place.  

o Registrations and open enrollment applications for next school 

year are currently being accepted. 

o Ms. Ronalds asked about the plan for 5th grade gifted next year.   

 Mr. Beickel explained that the district plans on expanding the 

current single accelerated math and ELA class to include 5th 

grade next year.  

o Ms. Ronalds also wanted clarification on HPAL vs AP class 

options for students when they reach high school.  

 Mr. Beickel explained that students currently in the HPAL 

program have an option of continuing with the highly rigorous 

HPAL track in middle school, with the option to specialize in 

certain areas in high school. The family depending on the 

student’s schedule, passion, strengths and extracurricular 

activities demands can make this determination.  

o Currently Bridges has 41 students on the waitlist. 

 Boosterthon 

o As of the morning, Boosterthon had raised $17,000. 

o Mr. Beickel talked about purchases our PTO has been able to 

make in the past to support the school and teachers.  

 Ms. Ashton mentioned how helpful it was for first grade to 

receive books for their frog PBL.  

o This year money raised would be used in part to help pay for 

playground improvements. 

 The committee will meet in January to discuss different options 

for the improvements. 

 Looking Ahead 



o Second quarter is typically the busiest.  We have many different 

events scheduled during this time. 

o Third quarter’s schedule is generally much lighter. 

 The two larger events planned in this quarter are the 

Geography Bee and STEAM Night. 

o Mr. Berg talked about the decrease in discipline by 38%.   

 Refined systems, such as adjusted aide coverage during lunch.  

 Character building lessons on Wednesdays. 

 Mr. Beickel and Mr. Berg visit classrooms to talk with students 

about Keys to Success.  

o HUSD job fair will take place in February. 

 School clubs and student performances help showcase what 

each school in Higley has to offer. 

 This event generates a great applicant pole.  Connections 

made at last year’s job fair led to the hiring of our fifth grade 

team this year.  

 Although we are not expecting any turnover for the 

upcoming school year.  


